To our Brandon Community:

On Friday, January 27th, the APS demographers released a second round of Option Maps to address capacity throughout the entire APS system.  You can view the two Option Maps, as well as the Option Summary Write-Up and the Community Form Comment Summary by clicking the following link: http://www.atlanta.k12.ga.us/Page/413
On Sunday night, the Brandon PTA Co-Presidents and School Council Chair met with Nancy Meister and the other PTA leaders in our cluster to discuss the two new APS Option Maps and voice what we have heard so far from our parents and communities regarding the maps.  The Morris Brandon PTA Co-Presidents and Brandon School Council believe that neither of the two options is acceptable as configured.
The Morris Brandon PTA Co-Presidents and School Council members encourage you to review these documents and be involved in the Demographic Study currently taking place.  In an effort to help clarify the Option Maps, we have put together a brief summary of each option as it relates to Morris Brandon.  We encourage you to:

· Attend the APS Community Meeting for SRT4 at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at North Atlanta High School.  There will be an open microphone session at this meeting (limited to 2 minutes per speaker).

· Attend the Morris Brandon PTA Meeting at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, February 7th, 2012 at the Morris Brandon Primary Center.

· Make your opinions and concerns heard by filling out the APS survey, which can be found on the APS website:  http://www.survey2go.net/aps/?sidx=203
As always, please feel free to reach out to any of us if you have questions or would like clarification about the Option Maps.

Sincerely,

Margaret Warren and Hyde Desloge, PTA Co-Presidents
Katie Mori, Joseph Rogers, Mary Pickel, Matt Block, School Council Members
Tom Tidwell, Task Force Member
Summary of Option A – Impact on Morris Brandon
Please click the following link to view the map for Option A:

http://www.atlanta.k12.ga.us/cms/lib/GA01000924/Centricity/Domain/45/OptionAPlotSizedMapsStreetLabels.pdf
Elementary School 

* The following area will be redistricted to Garden Hills Elementary School: East of Northside Drive, South of West Paces Ferry (Argonne Forest and Peachtree Heights West).  The Garden Hills attendance zone changes.
*  A new elementary school will be constructed in the Lindbergh Plaza area and will include a small part of Morningside (a non-IB school).

* There will be a 176-seat expansion at Morris Brandon (no campus is specified)

Middle School

* Sutton will remain a middle school and will be comprised of Jackson and Sarah Smith only

* The current North Atlanta High School will become a second middle school and will be comprised of Brandon, Bolton Academy and a newly configured Garden Hills.

* A third middle school “Midtown Middle” will be constructed in the Brookwood Hills area and will be comprised of E. Rivers, Centennial Place Elementary (not an IB authorized school and not currently in the Northern Cluster), and the above referenced new elementary school.

High School

*  The new North Atlanta High School (located at the former IBM site on Northside Parkway) will be comprised of Brandon, Sarah Smith, Jackson, Bolton, E. Rivers, Garden Hills, Centennial Place and the above referenced new elementary school.
Summary of Option B – Impact on Morris Brandon
Please click the following link to view the map for Option B:
http://www.atlanta.k12.ga.us/cms/lib/GA01000924/Centricity/Domain/45/OptionBPlotSizedMapsStreetLabels.pdf
Elementary School

* The following area will be redistricted to Garden Hills Elementary School:  Slaton Drive / Andrews Drive east to Peachtree Street (a portion of Peachtree Heights West)

* The following area will be redistricted to a newly constructed elementary school in Loring Heights:  South of Collier, West of Northside Drive, and north/east of I-75 (Channing Valley) 

* A new elementary school will be constructed in the Loring Heights/Underwood Hills area
* There will be a 176-seat expansion at Morris Brandon (no campus is specified)

Middle School

* Sutton will remain a middle school and would be comprised of Jackson, Sarah Smith, and Garden Hills.

* The current North Atlanta High School will become a second middle school and will be comprised of Morris Brandon, Bolton Academy, E. Rivers, Centennial Place Elementary (not an IB authorized school and not currently in the Northern Cluster) and the above referenced newly constructed elementary school.
High School

* The new North Atlanta High School (located at the former IBM site on Northside Parkway) will be comprised of Morris Brandon, Sarah Smith, Jackson, Bolton, E. Rivers, Garden Hills, Centennial Place Elementary and the newly constructed elementary school.

DEFNITIONS / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Given that the current Demographic Study is underway, there a few issues we would like to bring to your attention.  We hope that APS will provide further information and clarity to our community prior to the final option being presented to the board.  
NORTHERN CLUSTER 

 The “Northern Cluster” refers to the six (6) elementary schools in the Buckhead Area, Sutton Middle School and North Atlanta High School.  The six elementary schools are Morris Brandon Elementary, Bolton Academy, E. Rivers, Garden Hills, Warren T. Jackson and Sarah Smith.  Currently, these six schools feed into Sutton Middle School and North Atlanta High School.  All of the schools in our cluster are IB authorized schools, creating the only K-12 IB program in APS.  Both plans presented by the demographers (Option A and Option B) including bringing Centennial Place Elementary into our cluster.  Centennial Place is not an IB authorized school, and would disrupt the current K-12 integration of the IB program within our cluster.  This would also add students to the new high school, which is already forecasted to be at capacity within eight years.

MIDDLE SCHOOL OPTIONS

The PTA leadership in the Northern Cluster has unanimously questioned the logic of adding a third middle school to our cluster.  It is our understanding that the existing capacity at Sutton Middle School and the current North Atlanta High School can accommodate the maximum projected middle school enrollment for our cluster, whether they are used as one middle school (with a 6th grade academy) or two separate schools.
EXPANSION OF MORRIS BRANDON 
Both of the current options presented by APS show Morris Brandon being expanded by 176 seats, but APS has not provided any information to our community regarding which campus they are referring to or when the possible expansion would be completed.  In 2009, our community was shown blueprints for a Phase II of the Primary Center, which was a wing on the back of the Primary Center and included a gym, 5 additional classrooms, a second music room, and several learning labs.  However, in a meeting with APS on August 5, 2010, APS stated that they were unaware of the concept of expanding out the back, but rather the Primary could be expanded by adding a second story of 10 classrooms for approximately $8 million dollars (which would not provide a gym).  In a more recent email exchange, APS commented that after further investigating the site, another concept to be considered is adding a gym over the existing playground and moving the playground to the back of the school.  To date, numerous requests for clarification from APS about the plans for adding 176 seats at Morris Brandon have gone unanswered.
 CURRENT CAPACITY NUMBER FOR MORRIS BRANDON
The current capacity number for Morris Brandon being used by the demographers is 1,320.  At a 1:22 ratio (homeroom : students) this equates to 60 homerooms.  Morris Brandon’s enrollment according to the demographers is projected to peak at 1,291 in 2015-2016.  Looking solely at classroom utilization and the current configuration of K-1 at the Primary Center and 2-5 at the Main Campus, the addition of 176 seats (8 additional classrooms) at the Main Campus would provide Brandon sufficient classroom space to accommodate all of the children within our current district borders both at current class size limits and at State class size limits.  If the 8 classroom expansion occurred at the Primary Center, it would be necessary to move the entire 2nd grade to the PC. There are issues to be considered with a school of this size, including the logistical challenges of moving that many children through the gym, media center, cafeteria, etc.
CAPACITY VS. MAXIMUM CLASS SIZES
Class sizes and capacity are two separate items, but are interrelated.  If there are 60 homerooms in a school and class size maximums are 22 students per class, this would mean the school’s capacity is 1,320 students.  If class size maximums are increased to 30 students per class, the school’s capacity is 1,800 students.  Neither of these measures is related to the fire code capacity of the building or the ability for common areas (such as the gym or cafeteria) to accommodate the capacity.  Decreasing the maximum class size does affect the capacity of a school; however, asking for a smaller school (in terms of the total number of children zoned to that school) does not equate to smaller class sizes.  Class size maximums are set by APS annually for the entire system; so, fewer total students in the school does not mean that class sizes will go down, only that fewer classrooms will actually be used.
 
