Minutes of the Morris Brandon School Council



October 12, 2001

The Morris Brandon School Council met in regular session on October 12, 2011 at 7:30am.

The meeting was held in the conference room at Morris Brandon Elementary’s Main Campus, 2741 Howell Mill Road, Atlanta, Georgia, 30327.

School Council Members Present:

Karen Evans, Head of School

Katie Mori and Mary Pickel, Parent Representatives

Joseph Rogers and Matt Block, Business Representatives

Tangie Byrd and Jeff Smith, Faculty Representatives

Others Present:

Tom Tidwell, Capacity Task Force

Marcia Mayo, Primary Center Administrator

Margaret Warren, PTA Co-Chair

LeAnn French and Charlotte Goldfarb, Incoming PTA Chairs

Seven School Council members were present, representing a quorum.

1 Call To Order

Katie Mori called the meeting to order at 7:45am.

2 Approval of Agenda

Katie Mori presented the proposed agenda. Moved, seconded and carried that the agenda be approved.

MOTION: Karen Evans SECOND: Joseph Rogers

VOTE: 7 Yes; 0 No

3 Introductions

Meeting participants were introduced.

4 Approval of Minutes from September 14, 2011 meeting.

MOTION: Karen Evans SECOND: Joseph Rogers

VOTE: 7 Yes; 0 No

5 Principal Status

Karen Evans reported that leveling is over! In the end, we lost one teacher and one paraprofessional. Our RTI teacher, Jake Thompson, has volunteered to move back to kindergarten and so there will be a new kindergarten class with a paraprofessional. A few students from each kindergarten class will be moved to the new kindergarten class so that now each class will have 21-22 students. Ms, Bowen, IB Coordinator and Ms. Sanchez, Assistant Principal, will now be handling RTI duties in addition to their regular duties.

The teacher training sessions, funded by the Foundation, with Brenda Fitzgerald have started and feedback from the teachers has been very positive so far. 

Karen also reported that the new Challenge program director at APS wants all kindergarten and first grade students tested for the Challenge program. In the past, first grade students were tested for the Challenge program in the spring of first grade and, if they qualified, began Challenge in the fall of second grade. According to the new policy, kindergarten and first graders who test into Challenge will begin in January of 2012. In addition to the testing, the child needs to be recommended by their classroom teacher as well as a special area teacher (i.e. Art, PE,…) Members of the Council have major concerns about this new Challenge policy. 

ACTION ITEM: Karen Evans stated that she would follow-up to Gymiah Whitaker, new APS Director of Challenge.

6 PTA Status

Margaret Warren reported that the Bee Fund is coming along. The total pledged/received over a week ago was $125,000. The number of participants is down but people who are participating seen to be giving more money. Our goal is $140,000.




43% - parents




40%- teachers

Walk To School Day went really well and the t-shirts ended up being free!

The fifth grade Jekyll Island trip was a huge success. All but 2 fifth graders went on the trip (that was by choice),

Morris Brandon raised $5,150 for Blue Skies during the week we collected change to support Change For Charlie. Blue Skies will now be able to send two families who have a child with cancer on a special retreat.

The Jamboree  was another huge success and fourth grade teacher, Joe Freeman, has suggested Morris Brandon hold a Father/Daughter dance around Valentine’s Day. 

7. Survey #1

Katie Mori passed out copies of the first Council survey for the 2011-2012 school year. The survey will ask questions about this year’s Back to School Bonanza, Curriculum Night,…

ACTION ITEM: In the past the Council has used Survey Monkey to deliver its surveys, Katie will look into whether we should continue doing this.

8 Task Force: Capacity Status

Tom Tidwell and Joseph Rogers met with Chuck Burbridge and Larry Hoskins. Tom and Joseph feel that there is going to be a complete reset with all the new APS personnel coming in.  Tom Tidwell and LeAnn French did receive invitations from APS to be on the demographer’s task force. 

ACTION ITEM: Katie will meet with Tom and LeAnn to discuss what has been done so far- numbers, Lee Pritchard’s work,…

9 Council Letter to APS regarding class size limits reset at BOY

Council is holding off on writing this letter.

10 SPLOST IV

There was a SPLOST presentation at the NAPPS meeting. Katie will be attending the BCN (Buckhead Council of Neighborhoods) meeting tomorrow night. APS cannot market SPLOST but we can make sure our school community educates itself on what the SPLOST vote means for our school.

11 Council Planning for 2011-2012 School Year- Survey #3 Results from Spring 2011 Survey

Katie passed out the results from the survey one in spring of 2011. 

12 Open Agenda Items 

13 Adjournment

With no further business to come before the School Council, the meeting was adjourned. 

MOTION: Mary Pickel; SECOND: Karen Evans

VOTE: 7 Yes; 0 No
