Subject: Morris Brandon Task Force for Capacity Expansion - Initial Questions on Demographic Study

Sharron,

Based on our preliminary review of the study, we have serious concerns about the accuracy of the
enrollment projections for Morris Brandon. Here are the key issues that we have identified so far:

Hem

Study Ref

Issue

Implications

1

P. 57

Actual Morris Brandon enrollment for the 2006-07
school year reflected in the study is materially
incorrect {actual was 691, and study shows 370}
Actual enrollment by grade is attached,

Enrollment forecast for 2011-2020 is based in part on average
survivor {see definition on p. 4 of study) rates for the previous
5 years. If the historicat data is incorrect, then the forecast
will be also. One needs to look no further than the projected
drop in the 2010-2011 Kindergarten cohort (244) to the 2011-
12 First Grade projection {212) to conclude that the average
surviver rates are materially off.

P. 57

Redistricting took effect in the 2009-2010 school
year for Morris Brandon. Were average survivor
rates calculated on 2 pro forma basis (as if the
redistricting had already occurred)?

Use of non-pro forma survivor rates for schooi years 2009-
2010 and earfier are not necessarily accurate for the current
district. An incorrect average survivor rate will result in an
incorrect forecast.

P.2&P 147

Totat fertility rate (TFR) is assumed to be the same
{1.78 births per lifetime) for Morris Brandon as it is
for the rest of the entire APS district. The age
specific fertility rate [ASFR) assumption also
appears to be held constant across the entire APS
district. Anecdotal data suggests that both the TFR
{more children per femate) and the ASFR {(having
children later than average) may differ materially in
the Brandon area.

To the extent that the TFR and ASFR are understated,
enrollment projections will be understated. If you ook at the
Brandon district female population in the 25-39 age range, it
was at 2,430 in 2005, projected at 2,450 in 2010, and
projected at 2,590 in 2015. That leads us to believe that the
number of kindergartners will continue to grow through at
least 2020. The current projection reftects a peak of 244 K
students in 2010-11 that gradually declines to 201 K students
in 2019-2020.

P.134

Even prior to any adjustment of the age-sex
population forecast attributable to item 3 above,
the projected decline in Kindergarten enroliment
beginning in 2011-2012 is not consistent with the
age-sex popuiation forecast for 0-4 and 5-9 year
olds in the Brandon district {P.134).

Understated Kindergarten enrollment projections for 2011-
2012 and thereafter,

P.2, P.57,
p.134, P.147

Migration: Population by age data {on p. 134}
suggests that empty nesters who move out of the
Brandon district are replaced by families with
school age children {and/or of peak fertility age)
seeking a quality public school. There are very few
families with elementary age children who move
out of the district.

Migration sheuld be handled properly when accurate average
survivor rates are re-calculated. However, we wanted to
raise the issue in case there are any migration assumptions at
the APS district level that were applied to the Brandon district
level.

P.19

Due to the high percentage of children in the
Morris Brandon district that attend private school
and the unlikelihocd of an economic recovery in
the near term, will the share of students who
attend publi¢ school continue to increase?

Potential understatement of average survivor rates and
projected Kindergarten enroliment.

P.19

As the SRT-4 district middle schools and high
schoois become stronger, it is likely that more
parents will chose public elementary schools for
their children. In the past many families would
apply students to private schools during the
elementary years to ensure admittance in the
middle schoof and high school years.

Potential understatement of projacted kindergarten
enroliment, average surviver rates and projected enrollment
for grades 1-5.

Attached is a spreadsheet that contains the historical and projected enroliment numbers included in the
study, the actual historical enroiiment numbers, recalculated average cohort survivor rates based on a
four year average (excluding 2009-2010 due to redistricting) and the following 3 scenarios of projected
enroliment;




Scenario 1: Applies recalculated average survivor rates and uses Kindergarten enrollment projections
consistent with demographic study.

Scenario 2: Applies recalculated average survivor rates and uses Kindergarten enrollment projections
that are constant at the 2010-11 level.

Scenario 3: Applies recalculated average survivor rates and uses Kindergarten enrollment projections
reflecting a growth rate of 50% of the 4 year historical average (excluding 2009-10 redistricting year).

While the demographic study projects that enroliment peaks at 1170 next year and then gradually
declines to 1,096 by 2019-20, our revised Scenario 2 projection indicates that enrollment peaks at 1,390
in 2015-2016 and remains at that level through the end of the study.

Let us know how you would like to proceed with addressing the issues. We recognize that the 11/11
meeting is for the entire SRT-4 district and that our questions may be too detailed to cover in that
forum. Woe suggest a 30 minute meeting or conference call with the demographers. Please give it some
consideration and let us know your thoughts.

Best regards,

Lee
On behalf of the Morris Brandon Task Force for Capacity Expansion
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